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ALFALFA DISEASES I N CENTRAL BRITISH COLUMBIA IN 1961

Hawn

The alfalfa d i sease picture in south- central B r i t i s h Columbia has

The expanding use of alfalfa va r i e t i e s  r e s i s t an t  to bac t e r i a l wilt

changed considerably in cer ta in aspec t s during the last five y e a r s .

(Corynebac te r ium insidiosum) has  re lega ted  that d isease f r o m one of ma jo r
to one of minor importance in  Br i t i sh Columbia ' s i r r i g a t e d s tands .

found in 34 per  cent  of the fields examined in the Glenwood, Midway, 

Boundary, Osoyoos, Kelowna, Vernon, Armst rong , and Kamloops d i s t r i c t s in

1961. This c o m p a r e s favorably with an incidence of 78 per cent r e c o r d e d fo r

1956.

Crown bud r o t solani, ro seum, A scochyta

imper fec t a ) was the mos t prevalent d i sease in 1961, par t icular ly  on i r r i g a t e d

land i n the above-mentioned areas. Alfalfa, espec ia l ly in the ranching a r e a s

n o r t h of Kamloops, was seve re ly thinned out a f t e r four y e a r s of growth.

compar i son of such stands with those on the Tranqui l le Farm at Kamloops

(where no graz ing is permit ted)  s t rongly indicated that  grazing and t r amping

contr ibuted mater ia l ly  to  cold injury and hence to an acce l e r a t ed development

of crown bud and crown r o t during the growing season.

Other d i seases noted included downy mildew (Pe ronospora aes t iva l i s ) ,

common leaf spot (Pseudopeziza t r i fo l i i f . rnedicaginis- sativae), yellow 

leaf blotch (Leptotrochi la medicaginis),  black s t e m (A scochyta imperfec ta )

and witches ' b room (v i rus ) .

a s slight, placing them in the s a m e gene ra l category as that r e c o r d e d in 1956.
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